PREFACE.

ALTHOUGH this little book is mainly intended for school-
boys, it may perhaps be read by some who will desire a
fuller knowledge of Frederick the Great, and of the
time in which he lived, than can be derived from its
pages : for the sake of these I propose to mention a few
of the best books on the subject. Anything like an ex-
haustive list of the authorities I have laid under con-
tribution would be out of place, for, as may well be
supposed, in the case of-events which happened in a
period so near to us as the middle of the eighteenth
century, the literature of the subject is very extensive.
All I offer, therefore, is a selected list containing the
books which appear most likely to be of use.

The first to be mentioned is, of course, Carlyle's
* History of Frederick the Great,' a noble work which is
appreciated most by those who know it best. Much,
however, has been written since the publication of its last
volume, especially in Germany, where several books have
appeared founded in part on materials that were not
accessible to its author.

Foremost among- these are Arneth's f Geschichte
Maria Theresia's,' a very important work based on docu\